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California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Scoping Period & Environmental Review Process

Frequently Asked Questions

Q.

A.

What is a Notice of Preparation (NOP)? And why is CalCannabis issuing
a second NOP?
Issuing an NOP is a requirement under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and is the first
step in preparing an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). The NOP provides a brief description of the
project, describes the categories of environmental effects that will be considered, and initiates a public
comment period to obtain input regarding the appropriate scope and content of the EIR.
In 2016 the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) issued an NOP for the Medical
Cannabis Cultivation Program and began developing regulations for medical cannabis cultivation
licensing and a track-and-trace system. With passage of the Adult Use of Marijuana Act in November
2016, CDFA expanded its program to include nonmedical cannabis cultivation activities. The collective
licensing program is now called CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing.
A revised NOP was released on April 27, 2017, to provide information about the expanded program and
its potential environmental impacts. The release of the revised NOP triggers a 30-day comment period
in order to allow agencies and interested parties the opportunity to provide input on the environmental
issues that should be considered in the EIR, associated mitigation measures, and alternatives.
Comments on the revised NOP and the current scope of CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing are due by
May 26, 2017.
Regulations for cannabis cultivation are being developed through a separate but parallel process from
the environmental review. The draft medical cannabis cultivation regulations will be released soon,
triggering a separate, 45-day public comment period. More information on the proposed regulations can
be found at calcannabis.cdfa.ca.gov.

Q.

A.

How should scoping comments be submitted? And what type of feedback should be provided during the 30-day public comment period?
Public scoping comments are critical to the development of the regulations and environmental
assessment of cannabis cultivation in California. All comments will be carefully considered.
Scoping comments may be submitted by mail or e-mail.
Written comments can be mailed to:
California Department of Food and Agriculture
CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing
Attn: Amber Morris
CalCannabis Scoping Comments
1220 N Street, Suite 400
Sacramento, CA 95814

Comments can also be e-mailed to:
calcannabis.peir@cdfa.ca.gov
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The most effective scoping comments describe what impact you are concerned about, and how or
why the impact is harmful (e.g., how the impact affects people, water quality, etc.), significant (e.g., the
severity of the impact), or foreseeable (e.g., the likelihood of the impact as a result of the project).
Comments are most effective if they are accompanied by supporting information or documentation to
assist CDFA in building a base of “substantial evidence” in support of the EIR analysis.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.
A.

If I submitted public scoping comments on the first NOP, do I need to
submit comments again?
Public comments received during the September 2016 scoping period will still be considered in the
development of the Draft Program EIR, and do not need to be submitted again. However, the public is
encouraged to submit written comments on the new scope of the environmental analysis, which now
includes nonmedical cannabis cultivation as authorized by the Adult Use of Marijuana Act of 2016.

Does the scoping period cover both medical and
adult-use (nonmedical) cannabis?
Yes. With passage of the Adult Use of Marijuana Act in November 2016, CDFA expanded its program to
include adult-use (nonmedical) cannabis cultivation activities.

Will adult-use (nonmedical) cultivation licenses be different from
medical cultivation licenses?
Yes. Applicants wishing to cultivate cannabis for nonmedical use will need to obtain a separate license
from those wishing to cultivate for medical use. While generally similar, the licensing requirements under
the Medical Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act differ somewhat from those of the Adult Use of
Cannabis Act.

Do I need a license?
Anyone cultivating cannabis for commercial purposes is required to obtain a license from CDFA. Those
with a medical prescription, caregivers, and adults over 21 years of age are allowed to cultivate a
limited number of plants without a license, subject to local restrictions and requirements.
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Q.
A.

What triggers the need for an environmental review under CEQA?
CEQA is a statewide statute, signed into law in 1970, requiring state and local agencies to consider the
significant environmental impacts that may result from their proposed actions, and to avoid or mitigate those
impacts where feasible. CEQA is triggered when a proposed activity requires a discretionary approval or
permit from a government agency, and the activity has the potential to result in direct or indirect
environmental impacts.

Q.
A.

When will the Draft Program EIR be available?
The public Draft Program EIR will be available for public review and comment in June 2017. At that time, the
public will have an opportunity to review the full environmental analysis of statewide cannabis cultivation, and
provide written comments. Comments received on the Draft Program EIR will be considered and responded
to as part of the Final Program EIR.
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